
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-ll0 001.

By Speed Post

F.No.561712017Nol-II Dated: 8th February,2019

To,

Petitioners
1. Smt. Zeneisilie Ate Loucii
W10 Shri Lhoutuo Loucii
Rio, Zhadima Village, P.O. Chiechama,
Kohima District
Kohima -797105

Respondents
2. The President,
Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party,
House No. 155(1),Ward No.4,
Chumukedima, Dimapur, Nagaland -797103

Sub:- Petition under section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, seeking cancellation
of registration of Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party- Smt. Zeneisilie Ate Loucii
complainant and Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party - regarding

Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith a certified copy of the Commission's Order dated
07.02.2018 passed in the above matter.

Yours faithfully,

~
(KAPT AN CHAND)

UNDERSECRETARY

Copy to:

1. The Chief Electoral Officer of Nagaland, Kohirna.
2. Sh. Arunabh Chowdhury (Advocate for the Petitioner) , J6, Golf Links, Lower Ground

Floor, New Delhi -110003.
3. Ms Aishwarya Bhati, 18(Advocatefor the Respondent), Todar Mal Road, Bengali Market,

New Delhj-llOOOl

------------------ - - -- - _ .. -
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ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI - 110 001

BEFORE THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Petition under Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, seeking

cancellation of registration of Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party.

Smt. Zeneisiile Ate Loucii Complainant

and

Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party- Respondent

Present: For Complainant:

(1) Dr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi, Senior Advocate

(2) Sh.Arunabh Chowdhury, Advocate

(3) Sh.Amit Bhandari, Advocate

(4) Sh. Karma Dorjee, Advocate

(5) Sh. K. Luikang Michael, Advocate

(6) Sh. Anivesh Bhandari, Advocate

(7) Ishaan Karki, Advocate

For Respondent:

(1) Sh. Vikas Singh, Senior Advocate

(2) Sh. U.K. Uniyal, Senior Advocate

(3) Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, Advocate

Tel: 011-23052205-18,Fax: 011-23052223-25,Website: www.eci.nic.in
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(4) Ms. Nitya Nambiar~Advocate

(5) Sh. Vitro Rio, Advocate

(6) Sh. Mohit Kumar Gupta, Advocate

(7) Sh. Dhananjay Garg, Advocate

(8) Sh. Deepak Mishra, Advocate

(9) Sh. Kapish Seth, Advocate

(10) Sh. Tokheho

(11) Sh. Chingwang K

(12) Sh. Rusemtong

ORDER

1.' . The Nationalist' Democratic 'Progressive Party (NDPP) (hereinafter

'Respondent 'Party) was registered -as political' party with the Commission under
." - .' ". .... . '., ..

. Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (hereinafter' 1951 Act')

. c w.e.f 20-:10-201-7. The registration was based on. application made by the Respondent'

Party on 25-05-2017. After compl~tio~ of all requisite formalities including pubiishing
. . .

of public notice by the Respondent Party inviting objections against the proposed
" '. ". . '

•.registration, the .order regarding registration 'of the Respondent Party was issued on 20-

10-2017.

2., A complaint dated 07-05-2018 from Smt. Zeneisiile Ate Loucii (hereinafter

'Complainant') was received in the Commission on 08-05-2018. TIle complainant

.. made allegations with regard to the registration .of the Respondent Party as a political

party under Section 29A of the '1951'Act and sought a direction from the Commission

withdrawing the registration of the Respondent Party. The Complainant alleged that the

Respondent Party obtained its registration by fraud, having filed false affidavits of its

President, 3 General Secretaries and 11members, in violation of paragraphs 3(viii) and

3(ix) of the Guidelines and Application Format for Registration of Political Party

(hereinafter, "Guidelines") issued by the Commission under Article 324 of the

Constitution and Section 29A.ofthe 1951 Act. A reply from the Respondent Party, theO__;
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NDPP, was sought vide the Commission's notice dated 25.-05-2018.. After seeking

extension of time on two occasions, the respondent party tiled its.reply on 19-07-2018.

The Complainant filed rejoinder thereto on 20-08-2018..

3. The Commission fixed hearing for 25-10-2018. At that hearing; Dr. Abhishek

M Singhvi, Learned Senior Counsel appearing for the complainant made his

submissions. Dr. Singhvi also submitted a chart giving the names of 27 persons who

. had submitted affidavit affirming membership in the Respondent Party in connection

with its registration and who were allegedly members ofNPF. The matter was further

heard on 26-10-iOl~, at which Shri Vikas Singh, Learned Senior Counsel made, his

submissions on behalf of the Respondent Party. At the next hearing on 15-11-2018, the

case was further heard and Sh.,Vikas Singh continued his submissions for a brief period. '. . . .. '. . .

The hearing was further adjourned as 'Sh: Vikas Singh was unwell. The'last hearing

, ~s heid on 06-1~~20i8 bn,~hi£.h date Sh. Vi'kas Singh co~cluded his submissions an-d
. .' .. . . , .

Sh. U.K. Uniyal, Learned S.enior Counsel supplemented the,submissions on behalf of

the respondent party. Dr. Singhvi -made rejoind~r submissions.,
, "

4. The submissions made by the Complainant together with the arguments made,
" ' , . '

during the hearing as well as in written form, are summarized in the subsequent paras.

The cruxo,fttie ComprainanCs.'allegations is that the Pres~'de'~t,3' Ge~eral Secretaries
, ,

and 11' members of the Respondent Party (a list of 27 members was submitted' during

the hearing) deliberately filed false affidavits under oath, swearing that they were not "

members, of any other pol,iti'cal.pa.rty~egistered with the Commission, when in actuality, ,

these individuals were active members of the Naga People's Front (hereinafter 'NPF')
, '

on 17-5-20 17"the date of affirming the affidavit, as also on 25-5..2017" the date of filing

of the .application for registration 'of the Respondent Party before the Commission. It

was also contended that affidavits to this effect were also filed by the office bearers of

Respondent Party. The submissions made by the Complainant in the pleadings and the

submissions made by the Learned Senior Counsel on behalf of the complainant during

the hearing are summarized below ..

, Certified
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(i) In connection with the dispute between two facti oris of the NPF (raised

before the Commission under paragraph 15 of the Election Symbols

(Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968, numbered as Dispute No.

3/2017), the faction led by Shri Neiphiu Rio had produced affidavits dated

04.08.2017 of Central Office Bearers ofNPF and joint affidavits of the

Central Executive Council ("CEC") declaring their allegiance and

support to Shri Neiphiu Rio, as the legitimate president of the NPF.

(ii) The appointinent orders of the office bearers, filed before the Commission

and signed by Shri Neiphiu Rio on 20-09-2017, show that some of the

members were appointed to office-bearer roles in the Party extending till

January 2020, and were thus active members ·of the NPF. Members
, , ,

appointed to various roles within the party for the period 2017 - January

~20were: '_

Sh.Metpong Longleng - Vice President;
Sh. Theyiekiekie Tachi - Vice President and Office bearer in Disciplinary

:. . - - ..

Action Committee;
, , ~

Sh. Tseik'ase'-' Vice President of Central Farmers' Wing;
Sh. Peter Kuotsu - Secretary ofNPF and

,,' Sh. Vibeilietuo Kets .;Central.Executive Council Member.'

Sh. N. Metpong Phom is alleged to have submitted an affidavit dated. . . . .

4.08.2017, affirming support to Neiphiu Rio and withdrawing support

from Shurhozilie Liezietsu inDisputeNo. 3/2017 before the Commission.

HI. The attendance register.forthe General Convention of the NPF Party held
. .., . " ". .

on 20-09-2017 at Dimapur shows that Sh. Peter Kuotsu, Sh. Vibeilietuo

Kets, Sh. Theyiekiekie Tachi, 8h. Thinuoneio Sote and Sh. Neibazo

Penyii attended the convention.

IV. Among the deponents who had sworn affidavits for registration of the

Certltie§.espondent Party, one Shri Baungan Phorri and one Shri L. Shasha Phom,

.~~
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